February 2010 

Sportsground caused a major surprise

The Gary Gulberti-trained Sportsground has caused a major surprise with victory in today’s $50,000 Chook Dash at Pinjarra.

The five-year-old Arena gelding, racing first up since August last year, got the better of Danes Mystery over the concluding stages to record an unexpected win ahead of the unlucky Royal Lott back in third place.

Sportsground, a former New South Wales galloper, had an outstanding 2009 Broome season with three wins and two third placings from six starts and despite racing well fresh was largely ignored by punters.

He returned $26.70 and $7.20 on tote.

Danes Mystery, one of two runners for David Harrison, again has to settle for a minor placing while Royal Lott can consider himself desperately unlucky.

He was caught up behind a wall of horses but was charging home late and with another bound the evergreen galloper could easily have recorded another win.

Age is not wearying this galloper and full credit to Keith Jeffreys for producing another great effort with this nine-year-old.

The well supported Cognac Bay was not too far away in fourth place, Centrum faded after being near the lead and the newcomer for Adam Durrant, Fighting Fund, never looked a winner at any stage.
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